Name: _____________________________________________ Period: _______


· Type in this website:  http://www.ushmm.org/  Click on Introduction to the Holocaust on the left and answer the following in complete sentences.  No one word answers.  Be detailed in your responses!
Define the Holocaust (what was it)?

The Holocaust was the systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of approximately six million Jews by the Nazi regime and its collaborators. "Holocaust" is a word of Greek origin meaning "sacrifice by fire." The Nazis, who came to power in Germany in January 1933, believed that Germans were "racially superior" and that the Jews, deemed "inferior," were "life unworthy of life." During the era of the Holocaust, the Nazis also targeted other groups because of their perceived "racial inferiority": Roma (Gypsies), the handicapped, and some of the Slavic peoples (Poles, Russians, and others). Other groups were persecuted on political and behavioral grounds, among them Communists, Socialists, Jehovah's Witnesses, and homosexuals.
What was the Jewish population of Europe in 1933?  

In 1933, the Jewish population of Europe stood at over nine million. Most European Jews lived in countries that the Third Reich would occupy or influence during World War II. By 1945, close to two out of every three European Jews had been killed as part of the "Final Solution", the Nazi policy to murder the Jews of Europe. Although Jews were the primary victims of Nazi racism, other victims included tens of thousands of Roma (Gypsies). At least 200,000 mentally or physically disabled people were murdered in the Euthanasia Program. As Nazi tyranny spread across Europe, the Nazis persecuted and murdered millions of other people. More than three million Soviet prisoners of war were murdered or died of starvation, disease, neglect, or maltreatment. The Germans targeted the non-Jewish Polish intelligentsia for killing, and deported millions of Polish and Soviet citizens for forced labor in Germany or in occupied Poland. From the earliest years of the Nazi regime, homosexuals and others deemed to be behaving in a socially unacceptable way were persecuted. Thousands of political dissidents (including Communists, Socialists, and trade unionists) and religious dissidents (such as Jehovah's Witnesses) were also targeted. Many of these individuals died as a result of incarceration and maltreatment.
Define The Final Solution.

It remains uncertain as to when the Nazi leadership decided to implement the "Final Solution," the plan to annihilate the Jewish people. The genocide of the Jews was the culmination of a decade of Nazi policy, under the rule of Adolf Hitler. 
The persecution and segregation of the Jews was implemented in stages. After the Nazi party achieved power, state-enforced racism resulted in anti-Jewish legislation, boycotts, "Aryanization," and the Kristallnacht ("Night of Broken Glass") pogroms, all of which aimed to systematically isolate the Jews from German society and drive them out of Germany. 
What groups were targeted for extermination (elimination) by the Nazis?

The Nazis, who came to power in Germany in January 1933, believed that Germans were "racially superior" and that the Jews, deemed "inferior," were "life unworthy of life." During the era of the Holocaust, the Nazis also targeted other groups because of their perceived "racial inferiority": Roma (Gypsies), the handicapped, and some of the Slavic peoples (Poles, Russians, and others). Other groups were persecuted on political and behavioral grounds, among them Communists, Socialists, Jehovah's Witnesses, and homosexuals.
Define GHETTO.

The term "ghetto" originated from the name of the Jewish quarter in Venice, established in 1516. During World War II, ghettos were city districts (often enclosed) in which the Germans forced the Jewish population to live under miserable conditions. Ghettos isolated Jews by separating Jewish communities from the non-Jewish population and from neighboring Jewish communities. The Nazis established over 400 ghettos. 
The Germans regarded the establishment of ghettos as a provisional measure to control and segregate Jews. In many places ghettoization lasted a relatively short time. With the implementation of the "Final Solution" in 1942, the Germans systematically destroyed the ghettos and deported the Jews to extermination camps where they killed them. A smaller number of Jews were deported from ghettos to forced-labor camps and concentration camps. 
Who lived in the ghettos and why?

The Nazis ordered Jews to wear identifying badges or armbands and also required many Jews to perform forced labor for the German Reich. Daily life in the ghettos was administered by Nazi-appointed Jewish councils (Judenraete) and Jewish police, whom the Germans forced to maintain order inside the ghetto and to facilitate deportations to the extermination camps. 

  Illegal activities, such as smuggling food or weapons, joining youth movements, or attending cultural events, often occurred without the approval of the Jewish councils (though in many cases the Jewish councils did in fact sponsor cultural activity). 

In some ghettos, members of the Jewish resistance staged armed uprisings. The largest was the Warsaw ghetto uprising in 1943. There were also violent revolts in Vilna, Bialystok, Czestochowa, and several smaller ghettos. In August 1944, the Nazis completed the destruction of the last major ghetto, in Lodz. 

In Hungary, ghettoization did not begin until the spring of 1944, after the German invasion and occupation of the country. In less than three months, the Hungarian police, in coordination with the Germans, deported nearly 440,000 Jews from ghettos in Hungary. Most were sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau. In Budapest, Jews were confined to marked houses (so-called Star of David houses). In November, following a German-sponsored coup, the Hungarian Arrow Cross party formally established a ghetto in Budapest. About 63,000 Jews were confined to a 0.1 square mile area. The 25,000 Jews granted protective passports (in the name of neutral countries) were put in an "international ghetto" at another location in the city. Soviet forces liberated Budapest in January 1945, ending the ghettoization of Hungarian Jews. 

· Go back to the homepage (http://www.ushmm.org/).  Click on Holocaust Encyclopedia on the left and answer the following by navigating through the various topics.  No one word answers.  Be detailed in your responses!

What is ANITSEMITISM?
In 1879, German journalist Wilhelm Marr originated the term antisemitism, denoting hatred of Jews, and a hatred of various liberal, cosmopolitan, and international political trends of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries often associated with Jews. These trends included equal civil rights, constitutional democracy, free trade, socialism, finance capitalism, and pacifism. The specific hatred of Jews, however, preceded the modern era. Among the most common manifestations of antisemitism throughout the ages were pogroms (riots launched against Jews by local residents, and frequently encouraged by the authorities). Pogroms were often incited by blood libels, village rumors that Jews used the blood of Christian children for ritual purposes. 
In the modern era, antisemitism developed a political dimension. In the last third of the nineteenth century, antisemitic political parties were formed in Germany, France, and Austria. Publications such as the Protocols of the Elders of Zion generated or provided support for theories of an international Jewish conspiracy. A potent component of political antisemitism was nationalism, whose adherents often falsely denounced Jews as disloyal citizens. 
What were POGROMS?

Pogrom is a Russian word for attack or disturbance. The historical connotations of the term include violent attacks by local populations on Jews in the Russian Empire and around the world. In modern times, economic and political resentment against Jews, as well as traditional religious antisemitism, have been used as pretexts for pogroms. 

In tsarist Russia, the Christian population carried out waves of pogroms between 1881 and 1917. Organized locally with government and police encouragement, the perpetrators of pogroms raped and murdered their Jewish victims and looted their property. During the civil war that followed the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, tens of thousands of Jews were killed in pogrom violence in the Ukraine region and in eastern Poland (between 1918 and 1920). 

Who was the leader of the THIRD REICH?
The Nazi rise to power brought an end to the Weimar Republic, a parliamentary democracy established in Germany after World War I. Following the appointment of Adolf Hitler as chancellor on January 30, 1933, the Nazi state (also referred to as the Third Reich) quickly became a regime in which Germans enjoyed no guaranteed basic rights. After a suspicious fire in the Reichstag (the German Parliament), on February 28, 1933, the government issued a decree which suspended constitutional civil rights and created a state of emergency in which official decrees could be enacted without parliamentary confirmation. 
In the first months of Hitler's chancellorship, the Nazis instituted a policy of "coordination"--the alignment of individuals and institutions with Nazi goals. Culture, the economy, education, and law all came under Nazi control. The Nazi regime also attempted to "coordinate" the German churches and, although not entirely successful, won support from a majority of Catholic and Protestant clergymen. 
What was the U.S. role in the Holocaust?  Be specific.

  Rescue was not a priority for the United States government. Nor was it always clear to Allied policy makers how they could pursue large-scale rescue actions behind German lines. Due in part to antisemitism, isolationism, the Depression, and xenophobia, the refugee policy of the U.S. State Department (led by Secretary of State Cordell Hull) made it difficult for refugees to obtain entry visas. 

The State Department also delayed publicizing reports of genocide. In August 1942, the State Department received a cable confirming Nazi plans for the murder of Europe's Jews. The report, sent by Gerhart Riegner (the representative in Geneva of the World Jewish Congress), was not passed on. The State Department asked American Rabbi Stephen Wise, who also received the report, to refrain from announcing it. Reports of Nazi atrocities often were not publicized in full by the American press. In 1943, Polish courier Jan Karski informed President Franklin D. Roosevelt of reports of mass murder received from Jewish leaders in the Warsaw ghetto. No immediate executive action was taken. 

  On April 19, 1943, U.S. and British representatives met in Bermuda to find solutions to wartime refugee problems. No significant proposals were considered at the Bermuda Conference. In January 1944 Roosevelt established the War Refugee Board in the Treasury Department to facilitate the rescue of imperiled refugees. Fort Ontario, in New York, began to serve as an ostensibly free port for refugees. Refugees brought to Fort Ontario, however, were not from Nazi-occupied areas, but rather from liberated zones. 

By the spring of 1944, the Allies knew of the gassings at Auschwitz-Birkenau. Jewish leaders pleaded unsuccessfully with the U.S. government to bomb the gas chambers and railways leading to the camp. From August 20 to September 13, 1944, the U.S. Air Force bombed the Auschwitz-Monowitz industrial complex, less than five miles from the gas chambers in Birkenau. However, the U.S. maintained its policy of non-involvement in rescue, and bombed neither the gas chambers nor the railways used to transport prisoners. 

What types of people were taken to the Nazi camps and what were the names of two of the camps?

The Germans established a series of detention facilities to imprison and eliminate "enemies of the state." Most prisoners in the early concentration camps were German Communists, Socialists, Social Democrats, Roma (Gypsies), Jehovah's Witnesses, homosexuals, and persons accused of "asocial" or socially deviant behavior. 
After Germany's annexation of Austria in March 1938, the Nazis arrested German and Austrian Jews and imprisoned them in Dachau, Buchenwald, and Sachsenhausen, all in Germany. After the Kristallnacht ("Night of Broken Glass") pogroms in November 1938, the Nazis conducted mass arrests of adult male Jews and incarcerated them in camps for brief periods. 
Describe AUSCHWITZ.  Why is this camp so infamous?

  Auschwitz was the largest camp established by the Germans. A complex of camps, Auschwitz included a concentration, extermination, and forced-labor camp. It was located 37 miles west of Krakow (Cracow), near the prewar German-Polish border in Eastern Upper Silesia, an area annexed to Germany in 1939. Three large camps established near the Polish town of Oswiecim constituted the Auschwitz camp complex: Auschwitz I, Auschwitz II (Birkenau), and Auschwitz III (Monowitz). 

AUSCHWITZ I 

Auschwitz I, the main camp, was the first camp established near Oswiecim. Construction began in May 1940 in a suburb of Oswiecim, in an artillery barracks formerly used by the Polish army. The SS continuously expanded the physical contours of the camp with forced labor. The first prisoners were German criminal prisoners deported from the Sachsenhausen concentration camp in Germany and Polish political prisoners from Tarnow. 

Although Auschwitz I was primarily a concentration camp, serving a penal function, it also had a gas chamber and crematorium. An improvised gas chamber was located in the basement of the prison, Block 11, and a larger, more permanent gas chamber was later constructed in the crematorium. 

What did the prisoner uniforms look like?




What countries were involved in World War II (who was fighting against whom)?

Axis – Germany, Italy, Japan, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria
Allies – U.S., Russia, France, England

Explain FORCED LABOR.

Nazi ideology held hard manual labor to be a preferred means not only of punishing intellectual opponents, but also of "educating" Germans to be "racially conscious" and to support the racial goals of National Socialism. From the establishment of the first concentration camps and detention facilities in the winter of 1933, forced labor--often pointless and humiliating, and imposed without proper equipment, clothing, nourishment, or rest--formed a core part of the concentration camp regimen. 
Beginning in 1938, the Nazis increasingly exploited the forced labor of "enemies of the state" for economic gain and to meet desperate labor shortages. This practice escalated in the spring of 1942, following changes in the Nazi administration of concentration camps. For example, at the Auschwitz-Monowitz camp in Poland, tens of thousands of Jewish prisoners were put to forced labor in the I.G. Farben Buna rubber plant
The Nazis imposed forced labor on Jewish civilians, both inside and outside the concentration camps, even before the war. By the end of 1938, most Jewish males residing in Germany were required to perform forced labor for various Reich authorities. In occupied Poland, the German authorities organized forced labor for Jews around ghettos, whether they were sealed or not, and in special forced-labor camps for Jews under SS, German civilian, or German military jurisdiction. For example, in the Lodz ghetto, the Nazis established 96 plants and factories that produced goods for the German war effort. In the occupied Soviet Union, and elsewhere after the Germans began to systematically murder the Polish Jews, Jewish forced labor was exploited almost exclusively in concentration camps. 
For Jews, the ability to work often meant the potential to survive after the Nazis began to implement the "Final Solution." Jews deemed unable to work were the first to be shot or deported. 
Define RACISM and how it played a part in the Nazi Party (German National Socialism).

The doctrine of racism asserts that blood is the marker of national-ethnic identity and argues that innate, inherited characteristics biologically determine human behavior. It judges the value of a human being not on his or her individuality, but exclusively by membership in a "racial collective nation." Many intellectuals, including scientists, have lent pseudoscientific support to racist thinking. Nineteenth century racist thinkers, such as Houston Stewart Chamberlain, exerted a significant influence on many in the generation of Adolf Hitler. 
Racism, especially racial antisemitism, was always an integral part of German National Socialism. The Nazis perceived all of human history as the history of a biologically determined struggle between races. The Nazis postulated that political movements such as Marxism, communism, pacifism, and internationalism were anti-nationalist and reflected a dangerous, racially based Jewish intellectualism. In 1931, the SS established a Race and Settlement Office to conduct race "research" and to determine the suitability of potential spouses for members of the SS. After the Nazis came to power, they passed the Nuremberg Laws in 1935, which codified a supposedly biological definition of Jewishness.
Go to http://history1900s.about.com/library/holocaust/blpictures.htm.  Browse the various images and pictures of the Holocaust.  Describe 4 images or pictures that you see.
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